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l Book Accordingly
If you want a cozy place in the 
wilderness to enjoy exploring, 
hiking, biking, skiing, or gorgeous 
scenery, rethink the “rustic” wil-
derness lodge or B&B—à la the 
Minturn Inn in Eagle County, 
which can run you $150–$320 
per couple each night—and try 
the Shrine Mountain Inn off of 
Vail Pass. It’s not an inn so much as a set of three gigantic log cabins that are part 
of the 10th Mountain Division Hut Association, but at $27–$41 a head, the price 
is right. The cozy—if simple—huts sleep six or more in private and shared bed-
rooms, with full kitchens, bathrooms (hot water), wood-burning fireplaces, and 
even a shared outdoor sauna. Take the car door-side during the summer (snow-
shoes/skis required in winter). With staggering views of two mountain ranges and 
acres of wilderness outside, you won’t miss the luxury (read: TV, Internet, con-
cierge) of pricier accommodations. In fact, we prefer the solitude for a true wilder-
ness escape. www.shrinemountaininn.com, www.huts.org 
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Bargain bite

Tyler Skrivanek, sous 
chef, Duo Restaurant
“I like to use Golden Organic for my dried bulk 
and nuts for my house—you can buy in five-
pound to 50-pound bags. Preorder and they will 
have it ready for you to pick up.”  4941 Allison St., 
Units 1-4, Arvada, 303-456-5616

Consider All the Options
How much can you save getting from A to B? To find out, we compared two extremes—  

daily driving and daily walking/pedaling—with some alternatives, like Denver’s new car-share organization 
(think locally owned Zipcar). Do the savings outweigh the hassle? Your call.

transit options estimated expenses maintenance factor logistical hassle meter

Car ownership

RTD

Occasional Car 
(Denver’s car- 
share club)

Denver B-Cycle 
(city bike-share 
program)

Walking or riding 
own bike

Annual insurance/car 
payments/gas: $4,750

Annual pass:
Local: $840
Express: $1,536
Regional: $1,968

Annual membership 
($50), plus per-use 
fee (from $4.95 + 
$0.25 per mile) 

Annual membership 
(under $100), plus 
modest per-use fee

$0

Oil changes, tune-ups, 
miscellaneous repairs: 
$700/year

$0

$0

$0

Minimal; everyone’s tires 
(and sneakers) need 
replacing: $100/year

Low. It’s parked in your 
garage.

Significant, depending. Your 
life revolves around bus time-
tables. Hectic or tight schedules 
take a lot of planning.

Slight. Walking or transport to/
from pickup lots required.

Fair. The program’s new, so 
kinks are likely. And transport 
to/from docking stations is 
required.

Fair. You can ride, walk, and 
lock wherever you want, but 
bad weather can easily thwart 
the best-laid plans.

Online Find 

Scout It Out
Fitness freaks 
will delight in 
TheDailyScout.
com, an active- 
lifestyle site that 
strikes up tasty 
deals with Colo-
rado vendors, gyms, 
spas, activity oper-
ators, and the like. 
Become a Daily 
Scout member at no 
cost and flash your 
membership card 
to take advantage 
of the posted offers, 
like two-for-one 
yoga classes. 

Walter’s Cabin 
at the Shrine 

Mountain Inn


